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SMALL BUSINESS NETWORK 

Promote Tampa Bay’s Small Business Community 
 Maximize Opportunities for Exposure 
 Small Business Network Directory 

Business Action Group 
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 City of Tampa 

 City of St. Pete 

 Hillsborough County 

 Pinellas County 

 USF Small Business Development 
Center 

 Tampa Bay Black Business  
Investment Corporation  

 Hispanic Business Initiative Fund  

 Tampa Bay & Company 

 Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of 
Commerce 
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SMALL BUSINESS NETWORK 

BUYERS REGISTER                                       
November 2011 – March 2012                                              
(Companies with contracts to fulfill) 

FORUM I                                                          
January 2012 

SUPPLIERS REGISTER                           
January 2012 – March 2012                                                              

(Local small  businesses)  

FORUM II                                                
March 2012 

 SMALL BUSINESS 
NETWORK DIRECTORY                             

Published April 2012 



The best, and most user-friendly 

business matchmaking solution 

-- at your fingertips! 

 

8026 Vantage Dr. 
Suite 221 

San Antonio, TX 78230 

The future of business 
matchmaking! 



WE ARE MODERNIZING 

BUSINESS MATCHMAKING 



What is MBM? 

• MBM is an online, user 

friendly solution that 

matches, schedules 

meetings and tracks the 

business results between 

buyers and capable, 

qualified suppliers. 

 



How MBM Works 



How MBM Works 

• Before users are allowed to register they must enter the 

last four digits of the identification number you used 

to obtain your certification or registration from any 

one of these four Host Committee approved 

certifying entities: City of St. Petersburg, City of 

Tampa, Hillsborough County, or Pinellas County. 

 

• If you do not hold a current certification or registration 

from any of these entities, you are not eligible to register 

as a supplier for this event. Please contact one of the 

four approved certifying entities. 

 

http://www.stpete.org/
http://www.tampagov.net/
http://www.tampagov.net/
http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/
http://www.pinellascounty.org/


How MBM Works 

• Enter basic company 

information  

 

• Tell us who will be 

coming on behalf of your 

company. 

– Up to two people from each 

company can participate at 

the matchmaking. 

 



How MBM Works 

• Select the business 

categories of the good 

or service you provide. 

 

• Matches are made 

based on the categories 

you select. It is the most 

important step!! 



How MBM Works 

• Tell us more about you 

– Upload a video 

– Upload a brochure 

 

• Buyers will be able to 

review your profile prior 

to meetings. 

– The more information 

you provide, the better 

buyers will know you! 



Showcase Your Business 

• Example of 

Supplier Profile with: 

• Video 

 

• Brochure 

 

• Description 

 



Steps to Matching 

1. Buyers register 

– Select Business Categories they have contract opportunities in 

2. Suppliers register 

– Provide company data 

– Select Business Categories they provide a good or service in 

3. MBM System matches Buyers with Suppliers 

4. Suppliers log into their matchmaking console to view their matches 

5. Suppliers request meetings with Buyers 

6. Buyers have the option to accept or decline meeting (this is why it’s 
important to fill your profile with as much information as possible) 

– If Buyer accepts, suppliers receive a notification and can then schedule a 
meeting 

– If Buyer declines, supplier receives a notification and cannot schedule a 
meeting 

 



Best Practices 

• Showcase your business 
– Upload videos, brochures and company descriptions. 

• Do your homework 
– Know who you’re meeting with and what opportunities they 

have 

• Dress to impress 
– No one can promise you a contract, but first impressions 

count 

• Practice your pitch 
– Be quick, be effective and always be closing 

• Follow Up 
– Develop a relationship with Buyers 



THANK YOU! 

The future of business 
matchmaking! 



Follow on  

Twitter: @2012Tampa 
  

Like on  

Facebook: 2012 Tampa Bay 
Host Committee  
 

Connect on  

LinkedIn 
 
Donate online 
www.2012Tampa.com 

 

 

 Monthly Newsletters 

 Website: 
www.2012Tampa.com  

 

CONNECT WITH US 
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